PESTICIDE POISONINGS AMONG FARMWORKERS IN WASHINGTON STATE: AN ANALYSIS OF FIVE YEARS OF PESTICIDE SURVEILLANCE DATA. 

The Washington State Department of Health has investigated pesticide-related incidents since 1970. . During the period 1995-1999 nearly four hundred agricultural workers experienced illnesses which, upon investigation, were classified as either ‘definite’, ‘probable’ or ‘possible’ pesticide poisonings. 

Exposure to pesticide drift caused the largest number of injuries, followed by exposure to pesticide residues. The largest number of injuries occurred among workers in the fruit tree industry (263) with a smaller number coming from workers harvesting field crops (n=108).

The underlying reasons for these poisonings injuries as well as strategies for reducing the number of these incidents are often discovered in the course of the investigation. Three cases studies will be presented which highlight common circumstances leading to pesticide illnesses. 
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